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Abstract of Presentation: 

There are hundreds of drugs that induce unwanted auditory side effects including tinnitus, hearing loss, and balance 

disorders. In an effort to reduce hearing loss caused not only by ototoxic drugs but also the hearing loss caused by exposure 

to loud sound, sustained research activities have targeted the development of new “otoprotective” drug agents. This talk 

will briefly review ototoxic cell death and use of investigational drug agents in pre-clinical lab studies and clinical trials. 

 

Detailed Description: 

Two of the drugs best known for inducing adverse auditory effects (hearing loss, tinnitus) are the chemotherapeutic drug 

cisplatin and members of the aminoglycoside antibiotic family used to treat major life-threatening infections, but other 

common drugs can affect hearing as well. In an effort to reduce hearing loss caused not only by these ototoxic drugs but 

also the hearing loss caused by exposure to loud sound, laboratories around the world have engaged in sustained research 

activities targeting the development of new “otoprotective” drug agents that ameliorate the harmful effects of noise, 

cisplatin, and the aminoglycoside antibiotics. This talk will briefly review ototoxic cell death and include current 

information regarding the use of investigational drug agents to protect the inner ear against cell death and hearing loss. Pre-

clinical lab studies completed in rodent models and early stage clinical trials will be discussed. Although there are not yet 

any drugs approved by the US Food and Drug Administration for prevention of hearing loss, multiple promising agents are 

progressing through the clinical testing process and there is hope that new drug solutions might one day become available. 

 

Learner Outcomes:  Upon completion, each participant will be able to: 

1. identify drugs that are associated with hearing loss, tinnitus, and balance deficits 

2. identify drugs that are associated with prevention of hearing loss 

3. discuss the role of the case history in identifying potential ototoxins 

 

Presenter Biography:   

Dr. Colleen Le Prell is the Emilie and Phil Schepps Professor of Hearing Science at the University of Texas at Dallas, and 

Chair of the UTD Department of Speech, Language, and Hearing. She has received research funding from the National 

Institutes of Health, the Department of Defense, several foundations, and industry. Translational research in her laboratory 

is directed at prevention of noise-induced hearing loss.  She has published more than 65 research articles in peer-reviewed 

journals and is an Associate Editor for both the Journal of the Acoustical Society of America and the International Journal 

of Audiology. She has also edited 3 books and contributed 19 book chapters to various texts.  She is a Past-President of the 

National Hearing Conservation Association, a current member of the National Occupational Research Agenda (NORA) 

Hearing Loss Prevention Cross Sector Council, and she participates in the World Health Organization “Make Listening 

Safe” annual consultation meetings. 
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Abstract of Presentation: 

Most people want to be involved in decisions about their health care, but patients and clinicians don’t always know the best 

ways to discuss the personal, social, and economic preferences and the trade-offs of different treatment options. This 

presentation will explain the importance of shared decision-making in audiology and describe an easy to use framework 

that hearing professionals can use to engage their patients as partners in their hearing care plan. 

 

Detailed Description: 

Healthcare decisions must balance the best medical care with a patients personal, social and economic preferences. This 

approach, called shared decision-making, is proven to result in greater patient engagement and higher quality outcomes. 

However, patients and clinicians don’t always know the best ways to discuss the preferences and the trade-offs of different 

treatment options. This presentation will explain the importance of shared decision-making in audiology and describe an 

easy to use framework that hearing professionals can use to engage their patients as partners in their hearing care plan.  

 

Within her presentation, Dr. Georgiou will explain a key barrier to patients' engagement for any condition: understanding 

the "why bother?" of treatment. Using her medical expertise, she will help the audience understand why hearing loss is 

associated with conditions ranging from cognitive impairment and cardiovascular disease to ulcerative colitis and diabetes. 

She will offer techniques for translating this "why" to patients – which is the first of 5 steps she uses to help patients be 

active participants in their hearing healthcare. Using evidence-based data and personal stories, Dr. Georgiou will also show 

the audience how to offer treatment alternative, elicit patients' preferences, help them deliberate their options and start taking 

action. 

 

Learner Outcomes:  Upon completion, each participant will be able to: 

1. Describe the importance of shared decision-making in hearing healthcare 

2. Describe the medical correlation between hearing impairment and other medical conditions 

3. Apply the 5 step shared decision-making framework to their interactions with patients 

 

Presenter Biography:   

Dr. Archelle Georgiou is the Chief Health Officer for Starkey Hearing Technologies and is responsible for the company’s 

commitment to improve individuals’ overall wellness and quality of life. She also serves as an adjunct faculty member 

and Executive in Residence at the University of Minnesota's Carlson School of Management.  

 

Archelle graduated from Johns Hopkins School of Medicine, was board certified and practiced in Internal Medicine 

before transitioning to managed care. From 1999-2007, she was a senior executive and Chief Medical Officer with 

UnitedHealth Group. Since 2007, Dr. Georgiou has been an on-air health expert and has covered more than 1500 medical 

topics. Based on her interactions with viewers, Dr. Georgiou developed the CARESModel℠, a five-step approach that 

consumers can use to make healthcare decisions, and in February 2017, published her first book, Health Care Choices: 5 

Steps to Getting the Medical Care You Want and Need (Rowman & Littlefield).   
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Abstract of Presentation: 

Audiologists are continually faced with many delicate situations on a daily basis and it is crucial to understand how these 

subsequent decisions fit into the larger professional landscape including ethical decisions. It will give perspective to the 

decision-making process through the eyes and ears of an audiologist including legal implications relative to audiology and 

healthcare. 

 

Detailed Description: 

Audiologists continually face many delicate situations on a daily basis, and it is crucial to understand how these subsequent 

decisions fit into the larger professional landscape.  These situations often lead to ethical, legal, licensure, and/or 

professional implications. This course will give perspective to the decision-making process through the eyes and ears of an 

audiologist relative to audiology and healthcare in general.  It will also focus on professional associations, workplace 

implications, and the thin line between social media and real-life situations involving audiology.    

 

Learner Outcomes:  Upon completion, each participant will be able to: 

1. define ethics along with the legal, organizational, and professional components associated with ethics. 

2. identify professionalism in the role of an audiologist in regard to professional behavior and the role of state and 

national professional organizations. 

3. identify organizational/workplace implications in regard to ethics and compliance. 

 

Presenter Biography:   

Lisa Vaughan Christensen is the Audiology Program Manager at Cook Children’s Medical Center in Fort Worth, Texas.  

Dr. Vaughan has devoted a large amount of her professional career to osseointegrated devices in children.  Her research in 

this area has led to several peer reviewed publications and lectures around the world on this topic.  Her other interests 

include pediatric diagnostics and amplification and acquired hearing loss in children and adults. 

   

Throughout her career, Dr. Vaughan has served on numerous committees for the American Academy of Audiology and has 

been involved in several state academies.  Dr. Vaughan is a Past President of the American Academy of Audiology.  
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Session Title:  Willingness to Pay: Consumer Preferences in Hearing Health Care 

Session Time:  Tuesday, October 6th 4:30pm-6:00pm CT 
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Instruction Level:  Intermediate 
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Presenter:  Anna Marie Jilla, AuD, PhD (Carole E. Johnson & Nick Huntington-Klein contributors) 

Speaker Email:  anna.jilla@gmail.com 

Employer: Johns Hopkins University  Position:  Postdoctoral Fellow 

 

Abstract of Presentation: 

Benefit-cost analyses (BCAs) were conducted for advanced digital technology (ADT) hearing aids (HAs), over-the-counter 

(OTC) devices, and related services among experienced HA users. Willingness to pay (WTP) was highest for ADT HAs 

and lowest for OTC devices. BCAs indicated a net positive value for ADT HAs at median cost, for related services at $250, 

and for OTC devices at $50. Results may inform pricing for HHC goods and services based on consumer-perceived value. 

 

Detailed Description: 

Rationale:  

Few examples exist for economic analyses of hearing health care (HHC) in the United States. Willingness to pay (WTP) 

for advanced digital technology (ADT) hearing aids (HAs), over-the-counter (OTC) devices, and related services remains 

unknown. WTP is a preference elicitation technique used in benefit-cost analyses (BCAs). BCAs for ADT HAs, OTC 

devices, and related services may inform pricing in HHC based on consumer-perceived value. 

 

Design:  

Experienced users of amplification provided WTP values for BCAs of ADT HAs, OTC devices, and related services in a 

cross-sectional survey of two private practices. 

 

Results: 

Median WTP for one ADT HA was $2,000. Most respondents indicated a WTP of $0 (not willing to pay) for OTC devices. 

WTP for HA services was frequently $250 or $100. BCAs indicated a net positive benefit for ADT HAs at the average out-

of-pocket cost, for related services at $250, and for OTC devices at $50. 

 

Conclusions: 

Median WTP ($2,000) was higher than the median out-of-pocket cost for one ADT HA ($1,850). Experienced wearers 

indicated positive net benefits in BCAs for ADT HAs, OTC devices, and related services. Results provide information on 

the perceived value of HHC among experienced HA users in a changing marketplace. 

 

Learner Outcomes:  Upon completion, each participant will be able to: 

1. Compare and contrast types of economic analyses used in health care (i.e., cost-effectiveness analysis, cost-utility 

analysis, and benefit-cost analysis). 

2. Identify advantages and disadvantages of benefit-cost analyses. 

3. Describe willingness-to-pay values for hearing aids, hearing aid services, and over-the-counter devices that would 

be expected for experienced hearing aid users in a private practice scenario. 

 

Presenter Biography:   

Anna Marie Jilla, Au.D., Ph.D. is a Postdoctoral Research Fellow in the Cochlear Center for Hearing and Public Health at 

Johns Hopkins University. Her current research is in health economics, implementation science, and health services 

research. She has also made scientific contributions in the area of audiologic rehabilitation, specifically hearing aid uptake, 

treatment adherence, and outcomes measurement. She currently serves as the Co-Chair of the Coding and Reimbursement 

Committee for the American Academy of Audiology. 
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Employer:  Texas Hands & Voices Position:  Follow Through Guide 

 

Abstract of Presentation: 

Optimal outcomes for infants with hearing loss depend on audiologists adhering to best practices. The Follow Through 

Guide Project engages families of infants at risk of “loss-to-follow-up” to identify barriers & facilitate next steps. Team 

members provide guidance for audiologists based on engagement with families & providers. Emphasis on ethical 

responsibilities including state reporting requirements, consent issues, protocol compliance, appropriate referrals & 

unbiased information sharing. 

 

Detailed Description: 

The hearing healthcare service continuum begins with newborn hearing screening, but loss-to-follow-up sabotages optimal 

outcomes for many children who are deaf and hard of hearing in Texas. The audiologist is a primary stakeholder in early 

hearing detection and intervention (EHDI). Technical competence in clinical assessment for the pediatric population is 

foundational, but adherence to professional practice standards is equally important. The Texas Department of State Health 

Services (DSHS) provides guidance and an array of resources for practitioners and families, including the Follow Through 

Guide (FTG) Project. The FTG project contacts families, identifies barriers to follow-up, provides just-in-time supports and 

communicates feedback to DSHS and providers. Members of the FTG team will provide guidance and identify resources 

available for audiologists to support families. Ethical and legal obligations related to EHDI will be reviewed, as well as 

direction from the Joint Committee on Infant Hearing (JCIH). Emphasis will be placed on how compliance impacts families 

of children with hearing differences, including timely reporting of results, use of appropriate consent for information 

sharing, adherence to best-practice protocols, making appropriate referrals to state agencies and intervention programs, and 

sharing information in a manner that facilitates informed decision-making. 

 

Learner Outcomes:  Upon completion, each participant will be able to: 

1. Identify ethical responsibilities of audiologists related to early hearing detection & intervention(including guidance 

from AAA & Texas DSHS) 

2. Summarize the processes EHDI families engage in &barriers prohibiting timely transitions. 

3. Describe resources available through TEHDI & benefits of parent-to-parent support 

 

Presenter Biography:   

Linda Lartigue is a Follow Through Guide, assisting families in transitioning from screening to diagnosis to intervention, 

and providing feedback to providers on behalf of the Department of State Health Services. Linda has training in the field 

of nursing and has been focused on addressing challenges of children with special needs, particularly those in social 

services systems and foster care. Linda is a parent of a child who is deaf. 

 

Dr. Karen Ditty is a member of the Texas Hands & Voices Board of Directors and serves in an advisory role to the Follow 

Through Guide project. Karen is a nationally recognized pediatric audiologist with extensive expertise in the area of Early 

Hearing Detection and Intervention (EHDI) programs.  

 

Dr. Sarah Wainscott is the Collaborating Audiologist with the Follow Through Guide project. Sarah has worked as a 

pediatric audiologist and early interventionist, and is an associate professor in Communication Sciences at Texas 

Woman’s University. She is the parent of two children who are deaf.   
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Session Title:  Student Clinical Poster Sessions 

Session Time:  Thursday, October 15th 12:00-1:00 CT 

Topic/Content:  Clinical Cases  
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Presenter:  Stephanie L. Fowler, AuD 

Speaker Email:  stephanie.fowler@utdallas.edu 

Employer: The University of Texas at Dallas  Position:  Graduate Assistant 

 

 

Abstract of Presentation: 

The annual poster competition for audiology students and externs showcases the work of students in their clinical 

environments, with complex and thought-provoking cases. Five case presentations will be given, with a question and answer 

session for the panel of presenters at the end. Students will walk through rare disorders, diagnostic anomalies, socio-

emotional considerations, and treatment and referral options. 

 

Detailed Description: 

Five case presentations will be given, focusing on rare disorders, diagnostic anomalies, socio-emotional considerations, 

and/or treatment and referral options. These presentations will summarize emerging evidence related to each patient's case, 

and illuminate gaps in understanding for these cases. Questions will be asked of the panel of presenters at the end to 

emphasize connections within and among cases. 

 

Learner Outcomes:  Upon completion, each participant will be able to: 

1. Describe rare and/or complex disorders 

2. Summarize emerging best practices in clinical assessment 

3. Determine clinical next steps, treatment options and referrals for complex cases 

 

Presenter Biography:   

Stephanie L. Fowler received her AuD from The University of Texas at Dallas, where she is currently also completing her 

PhD. Her research focuses on music for individuals with hearing loss. In addition, she is interested in AuD student education 

and assists with clinical coordination for the AuD program. 
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Session Title:  Maximizing audibility in hearing aid fittings for adults and children  

Session Time:  Saturday, October 17th 9:00am-11:00am 

Topic/Content:  Amplification  

Instruction Level:  Intermediate 

CEU Requested:   0.2  TIER 1 

Presenter:  Ryan McCreery, PhD 

Speaker Email:  ryan.mccreery@boystown.org 

Employer:  Boys Town Research Hospital Position: Director of Research 

 

Abstract of Presentation: 

Audibility is an important but often overlooked element of hearing aid fittings for children and adults.  The goal of this 

presentation will be to describe how to use audibility-based fitting techniques with children and adults with hearing loss. 

Linking audibility and outcome measures for efficient clinical protocols and counseling will be highlighted. 

 

Detailed Description: 

Hearing aid fitting often focuses on aspects of technology level, advanced signal processing features, and different 

manufacturers' devices, but audibility is often a secondary consideration.  Measures of unaided and aided speech audibility 

can be useful outcome measures that can drive patient satisfaction and help with troubleshooting.  Using established 

verification measures, clinicians who participate in this session will learn about efficient clinical implementation of unaided 

audibility for hearing aid candidacy decisions and aided audibility for a fitting outcome. 

 

Learner Outcomes:  Upon completion, each participant will be able to: 

1. Use audibility-based hearing aid candidacy criteria for children and adults 

2. Measure audibility as part of hearing aid verification process 

3. Implement audibility-based interpretation of outcomes measures for people with hearing loss 

 

Presenter Biography:   

Ryan McCreery is the Director of Research at Boys Town National Research Hospital in Omaha, Nebraska.  Ryan enjoys 

doing hearing aid research with children and adults and trying to help audiologists get the best possible outcome for their 

fittings.  
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Session Title:  Central Inhibition: Clinical Relevance 

Session Time:  Tuesday, October 20th 4:30pm-6:00pm 

Topic/Content:  Electrophysiology/Outcome Measures  

Instruction Level:  Intermediate 

CEU Requested:  0.15                      TIER 1 

Presenter:  Julia Campbell, AuD, PhD 

Speaker Email:  julia.campbell@austin.utexas.edu 

Employer:  UT Austin Position:  Assistant Professor 

 

Abstract of Presentation: 

Atypical central auditory inhibitory processes have been indicated in several audiologic disorders, including tinnitus, 

atypically poor speech perception-in-noise, and hearing loss.  However, current clinical assessment does not include 

evaluation of inhibitory function.  This talk will review on-going research using auditory gating measures, which reflect 

inhibitory function, in the clinic.  The utility of this assessment in clinical populations, including feasibility, will be 

discussed.   

 

Detailed Description: 

Central inhibition may be measured non-invasively and objectively using an approach called auditory gating.  In gating, 

cortical auditory evoked potentials (CAEPs) are recorded via EEG in response to paired acoustic stimuli. This paradigm 

results in one CAEP response to the first stimulus (S1) and a second CAEP response to the second stimulus (S2).  CAEP 

S2 amplitude is compared to CAEP S1 amplitude using a ratio (S2/S1) or a difference (S1-S2) index for peak components 

(Pa, P50, N1, P2).  In typical gating, CAEP S2 amplitude is significantly decreased in comparison to CAEP S1 amplitude. 

However, in many psychological disorders, significant suppression of the CAEP S2 response is not observed (Javitt & 

Freedman, 2015), reflecting a lack of inhibition in suppressing irrelevant sensory information.  Reduced inhibition may then 

possibly lead to abnormal processing and subsequent perception of auditory signals.  Along these lines, our lab has found 

gating indices to be sensitive to tinnitus severity and speech perception performance in adults with normal hearing, as well 

as to hearing loss severity (Campbell et al., 2018, 2019, accepted).  With these findings in mind, we discuss how gating may 

be a useful clinical tool in objective assessment of auditory disorders, especially in the normal-hearing population. 

 

Learner Outcomes:  Upon completion, each participant will be able to: 

1. Describe how to measure inhibition using auditory gating. 

2. Identify how auditory gating may be useful in the assessment of specific audiologic disorders. 

3. Discuss how inhibition may underlie certain types of central auditory dysfunction. 

 

Presenter Biography:   

Julia Campbell received an Au.D in 2009 from the Department of Speech, Language and Hearing Sciences at the 

University of Colorado at Boulder. In 2015, she received the combined triple Ph.D in Speech, Language and Hearing 

Sciences, Behavioral Neuroscience, and Cognitive Neuroscience at the University of Colorado at Boulder.  She is an 

Assistant Professor in the Department of Communication Sciences and Disorders at the University of Texas at Austin and 

affiliated with the Institute for Neuroscience.  Julia uses electrophysiology and source localization methods to better 

understand cortical network plasticity in typical and atypical sensory function.  She has published research in PLoS ONE, 

Frontiers in Human Neuroscience, Journal of the American Academy of Audiology, and Clinical Neurophysiology, 

among others.  
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Session Title:  Student Research Poster Sessions 

Session Time:  Thursday, October 22nd 12:00-1:00 CT 

Topic/Content:  Emerging Research in Audiology  

Instruction Level:  Introductory 

CEU Requested:  0.1 

Presenter:  Stephanie L. Fowler, AuD 

Speaker Email:  stephanie.fowler@utdallas.edu 

Employer: The University of Texas at Dallas  Position:  Graduate Assistant 

 

Abstract of Presentation: 

The annual poster competition for audiology students and externs showcases the work of students as they tackle basic, 

translational, and clinical questions with emerging research trends. Five research presentations will be given, with a question 

and answer session for the panel of presenters at the end. Students will walk through questions, existing evidence, 

methodology, and conclusions for each of their original research projects. 

 

Detailed Description: 

Five research presentations will be given, focusing on basic, translational, and clinical questions with emerging research 

trends. These presentations will walk through questions, existing evidence, methodology, and conclusions for each of their 

original research projects. Questions will be asked of the panel of presenters at the end to emphasize connections within and 

among research questions. 

 

Learner Outcomes:  Upon completion, each participant will be able to: 

1. Describe existing evidence in each of the research topic areas 

2. Summarize conclusions from the original research projects presented 

3. Determine future research opportunities for each of the topics 

 

Presenter Biography:   

Stephanie L. Fowler received her AuD from The University of Texas at Dallas, where she is currently also completing her 

PhD. Her research focuses on music for individuals with hearing loss. In addition, she is interested in AuD student education 

and assists with clinical coordination for the AuD program. 
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Session Title:  Building Blocks of Leadership 

Session Time:  Tuesday, October 27th 4:30pm-6:00pm CT 

Topic/Content:  Professional Issues; Management Considerations  

Instruction Level:  Introductory/Intermediate 

CEU Requested:  0.15 

Presenter:  Jackie Clark, PhD 

Speaker Email:  jclark@utdallas.edu 

Employer:  UT Dallas Position:  Clinical Professor 

 

Abstract of Presentation: 

A leader would be considered an individual who provides guidance, direction, management, or supervision. Every 

community (whether very small or large; private or public) relies on leadership capabilities from individuals within each 

community.  This presentation will share how some leaders who are successful and admired share some similar traits. There 

will also be some discussion about building productive teams. 

 

Detailed Description: 

Have you ever walked away from a lengthy meeting, and wondered why there WAS a meeting or witnessed the meeting 

being completely derailed by one or more attendees?  Leadership is not an innate and unattainable skill expected from the 

very few.  It is a growing and learning experience that takes willing and thoughtful reflection and is possible over time with 

ongoing recalibration continue to improve with a positive trajectory.  This interactive course will delve into the many aspects 

of sustainability of leadership; the negative impact of subscribing to status quo; traits of successful and unsuccessful leaders; 

as well functions as well as dys/functional teams.  There will be some opportunities for personal introspection and reflection 

about where attendees are as evolving leaders.     

 

Learner Outcomes:  Upon completion, each participant will be able to: 

1. Identify leadership traits that are considered most admirable 

2. List at least 3 traits of lower emotional intelligence 

3. Describe the foundational component of a functional team 

 

Presenter Biography:   

Dr. Jackie Clark joined the Doctor of Audiology Program faculty in 1997 and is currently a Clinical Professor UT Dallas' 

School of Behavioral & Brain Sciences where she teaches a variety of courses and provides clinical services at the Callier 

Center. In addition, she has been awarded an appointment as Research Scholar with The University of The Witwatersrand, 

School of Speech and Hearing Therapy in Johannesburg, South Africa.  When in Texas, she carries a full teaching load 

and active clinical caseload involving pediatric assessment and remediation as well as adult. Dr. Clark is Past President of 

the American Academy of Audiology. 

 


