
Welcome to TAA’s Inaugural Email Newsletter! 

In order to serve members of the Texas Academy of Audiology most efficiently, TAA is 
reducing costs by switching from paper newsletters sent twice a year to email newsletters 

sent more frequently. By saving money on printing and postage, we are able ensure that funds 
are used more efficiently and keep our members posted on the issues most important to 

Texas audiologists in a more timely manner. To make sure that you receive our emails, update 
your email address on your TAA profile: www.texasaudiology.org 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The TAA Board of Directors is proud to 
present: 

“2020 Vision:  
A Spotlight on Audiology” 

Remember to Join TAA and the TAA 21st Annual 
Conference in San Marcos, Texas 

October 15-17, 2020 
 

Starring Presentations by:  
 

Jane Madell – Pediatrics 
Brad Stach – Diagnostics 

Amit Gosalia – Private Practice 

10 CEUS applied for with AAA, and this year, 
by popular demand, with HIS 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
President’s Message 

 Shawna Jackson, AuD 
 

Thank you for all who support the Texas Academy of Audiology. For more 
than 20 years, we have worked to be the voice of Audiology representing 
Texas. With all the changes around the corner, we have identified several 
areas of need to concentrate efforts over the next year as we prepare with 
the 87th Texas legislative session in 2021.  
We cannot do this work without the support of every audiologist in Texas. 
This means pediatric audiologists, industrial audiologists, clinical 
audiologists, research audiologists, educational audiologist and industry 
audiologist. We need you all as our license and advocacy affects us all! 
Please support the State Academy with your membership dues first. Make 
sure your email is up to date and accurate on the TAA membership directory 
so we can make sure you will receive all the important updates throughout 
the year. 
There are other ways you can help too.  

1. Use best practices. There is no better way to promote your profession 
than showing your patients/students/clients the outstanding work an 
audiologist is capable of doing in an evidence based practice.  

2. Get involved in your community and talk about what you do in Audiology. 
Use the term audiologist and Audiology frequently in discussion and on 
social media so the general public knows who we are. Contact your 
congressman representing you both at a state and federal level. We can 
connect you with resources to help understand the legislative needs of 
our Academy so please share these with those that represent you.  

3. Come to conference in San Marcos! We have 3 special tracks this year 
in pediatrics/education, clinical dispensing/practice management, as 
well as medical/diagnostic. Tier 1 credits will be available for those with 
ABA certification as well as your state required Ethics CEUs. In addition 
to the education experience, the networking experience at TAA 
conference is abundant starting with the Scott Haug golf scramble, 
evening receptions, and Friday evening dinner/dance.  

We look forward to a productive year as we continue to prepare for major 
changes coming our way. Please reach out to me if you have any questions 
or concerns throughout the year and we will try our best to address them. I 
can’t wait to see you in San Marcos in October! 

 



TAA Membership 
Kim Ringer, Au.D. 

Joining a profession organization may not seem to be important to some 
Texas  Audiologists but it is the best investment you will make this year in yourself and 
your profession.  We spend thousands upon thousands of dollars earning advanced 
degrees in a profession that is meaningful to both us and our patients.   Audiologists 
change lives.  WE matter. Our voice’s matter too. 
I am thankful to be a member of the Texas Academy of Audiology.  TAA watches over 
Audiology in Texas so we can relax and do our jobs. Thank you to those that know it 
matters and rejoin us year after year as members. You are so important.  For those of you 
that aren’t members yet… let’s make this the year you, too, join us on our journey.  It 
matters more than you will ever know. 
 For years and years,  I buried my head in the sand…I thought….what could hurt 
us?  Why should I care? 
After joining TAA, and later as a board member,  I learned that things aren’t always rosy in 
our field.  There are often  “villains”  that seek to “upset our applecart”, strive to do what 
we do, provide services like we do…without our advanced degrees, education and 
licenses.  Some want to limit our scope of practice, dispense hearing aids without a 
license, take away our licenses…. unimaginable issues that come up more often than you 
would think.  
The Texas Academy of Audiology watches our professional issues closely… without TAA 
who would be there to help and care?   NOBODY.  This is YOUR professional Texas 
group and we are asking YOU to be part of our membership this year.  It’s a new 
decade…we need new memberships from those not currently members today.  Care 
enough to see what we are about in 2020.  We strive to represent the voices of all 1400 
Audiologists in Texas and their interests.  The $95 you spend in TAA membership 
should be considered the best investment you make all year in your career.  We 
have student, patron, associate, retired memberships available.  Note that on May 1st, we 
add a late fee on 2020 memberships so please join today at www.texasaudiology.org. 
 Mark your calendars for our Best State conference ever, Oct 15 – 18 in San Marcos to 
engage with other professionals, sharpen our minds and be a part of something that’s 
meaningful to Audiologists.   TAA members get a large discount!   This year there are 3 
tracks to cover differing interests and we look forward to having you all there with us. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

“Spotlight on Audiology” 
TAA Annual Conference  
October 15-17, 2020 

 
EXHIBITOR REGISTRATION OPEN ON TAA 

WEBSITE: 
WWW.TEXASAUDIOLOGY.ORG 



 

Support your TAA PAC!! 
Each year our TAA PAC is here to support the TAA Board in supporting its causes in the State 
Legislature.  For the Primary election this year we have sent monetary support to 2 Senate and 10 
Congressional candidates so we need to refill the coffers.  These candidates will be instrumental in 
getting our bill passed to allow insurance patients to upgrade their hearing aids.  We can only fight the 
fight with your help.  Please consider donating to the PAC to help us in our endeavors. 
 
Donations can be sent to: TAA PAC, c/o Kimberly DeBona, 4016 Tiffany Trail, College Station, TX  
77845  
 

We are now taking funds via VENMO.  Send your donations to 
@TAA-PAC with your Venmo account. 

 
Please remember, we can only take personal funds, not from business funds.  As always, we thank 
you for your support! 

 
 
 
 

 
FAQs from TAA Membership  

Am I required to have an audiogram completed within the past 6 months in order to fit 
a hearing aid?  

o No 
At the federal level, the US Code of Federal Regulations 801.421 governs hearing 
device conditions for sale and mandates a medical clearance within six months of a 
hearing aid fitting. However, it does not specify any length of time in which an 
audiogram must be completed prior to a hearing aid fitting. The Texas Occupational 
Code 401 also does not specify any period of time for which a hearing test is valid, 
but simply restates the six month window for medical clearance. Recently, the FDA 
said they were no longer enforcing the medical waiver requirement for adults. While 
fitting a hearing aid to an audiogram completed within the preceding six months may 
certainly be considered “Best Practices,” it is not mandated at the state or federal 
level.   

  
Can medical clearance be waived for a pediatric patient?  

o No  
The US Code of Federal Regulations 801.420 permits "...a fully informed adult to 
sign a waiver statement declining the medical evaluation...." If the patient is younger 
than 18 years of age, then the legal guardian cannot waive the medical referral. The 
patient must have received medical clearance within the preceding six months of a 
hearing aid fitting. Recently, the FDA said they were no longer enforcing the medical 
waiver requirements for adults. At the state level, the Texas Occupational Code 
reiterates this requirement (Section 401.404).  

 



 
THE SCOOP 

From The Scott Haug Foundation 
 

Hello from the Board of Directors of The Scott Haug Foundation and Happy 2020!  
 
Just in case you have not heard,  the 2019 TAA Conference in Frisco had many highlights.  It was very 
informative and interactive with lots of activities and opportunities to learn from and grow with fellow 
professionals from our field.  Vince Poscente, our keynote speaker, literally got us on our feet; racing 
downhill and into the future of audiology.  Ryan McCreary, Angela Shoup, Gail Whitelaw and Chantel 
Laroche were just a few of the presenters who shared their considerable knowledge and expertise with 
us.  Friday evenings dinner/dance was a spectacle to enjoy with the theme of the Roaring 20’s visible 
everywhere!  The dance floor was crowded and the “Q-tip and Ear Plug Girl” (aka. “Cigar, Cigarette, 
Tiparillo Girl”) stayed busy all evening. 
  
At the opening session the Foundation honored Jackie Vizcaino from Texas Tech Health Science 
Center as the Dr. Robert J. Dunlop Memorial Student Scholar.  She is currently completing her fourth-
year externship at Scott and White.  Jackie received glowing recommendations from her university 
faculty and clinical advisors for her knowledge and understanding of audiology and for her leadership 
and activism in our field.  We look forward to watching this young woman as she joins the ranks of our 
profession. 
 
Other outstanding candidates nominated by their universities included: 
 Rocio Cavazos-Guajardo from Lamar University 
 Stephanie Fowler from University of Texas at Dallas 
 Hanna Patel from University of Texas Austin 
 
We know that all of these women will go on to be gifted additions to our field and outstanding colleagues. 
In addition to the 2019 TAA tee-shirt (The Roaring 20’s), Ms. Vizcaino and all the nominees received a 
monetary stipend made possible by the Creig Dunckel Memorial Fund.  A true highlight was the special 
appearance of Denise Dunckel Moore, Creig’s daughter, who helped present these awards at the 
opening session. 
 
The Foundation also honored The Scott Haug Outstanding Texas Audiologist for 2019—Jennifer Bobo.  
Most of you know Jennifer from her continuing, tireless work for the Texas Academy.  Your passion for 
the academy is visible daily, Jennifer!  Thank you! 
 
The Foundation continues to encourage excellence in the practice of audiology.  Remember to 
recognize your colleagues for their outstanding work through the Foundation’s Outstanding Texas 
Audiologist nomination process.  We also continue to recognize remarkable audiology doctoral 
students through the Dr. Robert J. Dunlop award. AND we strive to promote involvement in TAA. This 
organization is the professional organization for audiologists in Texas.  Get involved! Show up! We 
know you will learn and have fun along the way!!! 
 
See you in San Marcos for 2020 Vision—Spotlight on Audiology!! 
 


